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Objectives of Presentation

Provide information about transportation projects 
that affect SPU, in particular Move Seattle:

Å Provide context for utility involvement on 
transportation projects

Å Describe what SPU is doing to be strategic and 
forward-looking on Move Seattle

Å 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ άƳǳǎǘ Řƻέ ŀƴŘ άƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǎǘƛŎέ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ 
Move Seattle with preliminary cost estimates

Å Preview the decisions ahead for SPU, which SPU 
will present and seek input from the CRP



Regulatory Context
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Seattle Municipal Code

15.04.035- The paramount purpose of streets is 
for travel and transportation

15.32.120- Displacement for public use.  Anyone 
upon order of the authorizing official shall upon ten 
όмлύ ŘŀȅǎΩ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΣ ŀǘ ƘƛǎΣ ƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ Ŏƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ 
expense, move any underground, surface or 
overhead facilities which interfere with any local 
improvement district work or with any construction 
for street or transportation purposes authorized or 
ordered by the City.



Transportation Projects for SPU
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Å SR 99 tunnel 

Å Seawall

Å Waterfront

Å Center City Connector Streetcar

Å Broadway Streetcar Extension

Å SR 520

Å SR 99 paving

Å Sound Transit North Link

Å Move Seattle



Utility Work on Transportation 

Projects
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Å Utility infrastructure needs 
to move

Å Utility infrastructure is in 
poor condition

Å Standards for infrastructure  
change

Å Construction will damage 
utility infrastructure

Å Insufficient capacity in the 
utility system

Å Cost effective time to 
replace or upgrade utilities



Drivers for Move Seattle

6

Å Population growth and increasing density

Å Climate change

Å Fixed amount of right of way

Å Aging infrastructure

Å Vision Zero



Move Seattle Background
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Nine-year $930M levy, approved 
by voters in November 2015 that 
provides funding for: 

ÅSafe routes

ÅCongestion relief

ÅMaintenance and preservation

Levy provides about 30% of the 
/ƛǘȅΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳŘƎŜǘ

Replaces the $365M Bridging the 
Gap levy approved by voters in 
2006



Move Seattle Projects Overview
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Å 7 multimodal transit 
corridors

Å 180 lane miles of paving 

Å 17 bridges (1 new, 16 
seismic retrofits)

Å 250 blocks of new 
sidewalks

Å Improved bike facilities -
greenways and protected 
bike lanes

Å South Park and Broadview 
partnership projects with 
SPU



SPU Move Seattle Projects that 

Start in 2016-2018
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Å25 Move Seattle 
projects 

- 1 bridge
- 2 corridors
- 20 paving
- Madison BRT
- Lander Grade 

Separation

ÅSignificantly more 
projects than 
Bridging the Gap 
levy



SPUôs Objectives for Move Seattle
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Be Efficient:

ÅPartner with SDOT to reduce customer impacts

ÅCreate consistent and timely processes to complete 
projects

Be Forward Looking:

ÅProactively maintain, repair, and replace assets

Keep Seattle the best place to live:

ÅProtect and improve our systems and identify 
opportunities to improve service

ÅPlan and budget in advance to inform potential rate 
path implications



SPUôs Current Activities
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Å Created interdepartmental coordination lead 
position in July 2015

Å Started high level assessment of Move Seattle 
project impacts beforethe levy passed

Å Established One City Principles for SPU and SDOT

Å Created a Public Asset Protection and Cost 
Sharing Agreement with City Light, SDOT and SPU

Å Work in progress on cross-departmental project 
information sharing



Planning for Move Seattle
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Å Regularly communicate on Move Seattle 
planning, programming documents with SDOT

Å Develop rolling 3- to 5-year cost estimates for 
SPU Move Seattle expenditures 

Å Develop a consistent process for early 
coordination with SDOT

Å Coordinate design for both SPU and SDOT 
infrastructure



Description of SPUôs ñMust doò 

and Opportunity Projects
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Must Do:

Å Utility needs to move  

Å Utility infrastructure is in poor condition

Å Standards have changed

Å Construction will damage utility infrastructure

Opportunity Projects:

Å Improve service

Å Rehabilitate or replace aging infrastructure



SPUôs Must-Do Projects

Required for all Move Seattle projects:

ÅReview plans for code and design standard compliance

ÅProtect assets that might be damaged by construction

ÅSurvey and replace worn or broken maintenance hole 
covers, water valve box covers.
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